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Dear Mr. Seeley,

On January 11,2008, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) adopted a mandatory
Public Access Policy that requires all NIH-funded investigators to submit or have
submitted for them to the National Library of Medicine's PubMed Central an electronic
version of their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts, upon acceptance for publication. These
submissions are to be made publicly available no later than 12months after the official
date of publication.

Under the policy, institutions and investigators are responsible for ensuring that
any publishing or copyright agreements concerning submitted articles fully comply with
this Policy. Compliance with this Policy is a statutory requirement and a term and
condition of the grant awards and cooperative agreements.

As a significant grantee ofthe National Institutes of Heath, Columbia University
has developed tools and support systems to facilitate Columbia-affiliatedNIH-funded
authors and investigators to comply with the NIH Public Access Policy. Elements of the
compliance support system include:

. A model informational cover letter intended to accompany NIH-funded article
submissions that will alert publishers to the author's policy obligation;

. A model copyright agreement amendment designed to reserve such rights as are
necessary to enable submission to PubMed Central;

. A University website dedicated to the Public Access Policy.

In the past you have published peer-reviewed articles authored by Columbia
affiliated NIH-funded authors and investigators. Columbia now requests and will greatly
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